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Cusments on Ney York Times article in issue of 6 April 1950, pace C-39
“SBoviet 1p Texmed About 20 Years Behind US in Electricity Output

Bubject article was based on un :mteﬁiw with Mesegre. J. BE. Lorette,
- Ponald B. EKemmedy and Edwin Vennard, vho ure e,tten&i#f; the 27th anmuel
comvention of the Bdison Electric Institute at Few Orleans. Nessre. Eennedy
and Vennord wers nmembers of a delegation from the US elentrii: power industry
which visited the USSR in August 1958,

The Hew York Times article ip well presented and in most regpects scou-
rate. The mein points rvegquiring correction sre ae followet

A, Mr. Corstte compared US net production (total production less
station use) with Boviet zross production (ipcluding stetion use) to arrive
st his fizures for per capliis output. A gomparison beped on gross production
would be ewven more favorable to UB.

E. Bused mﬁ later informstion, the Soviet copacity posl for 1965 is
113 million kilovatts rether then 108 million kilowatis.

¢. The folloving parsgraphs comment on other points in the New York Times
 article.

1e wployee Productivity -- In the sbsence of date on production

workers in power plents in the US end the USSR, vhich wouwld provide the
best productivity data, it is possible to develop comparative dota based
on all employees in the electric utility industry. The U8 privste elec-
trie utility infustiry employed 307,000 persons in 195% and production was
1,808,000 kilowatt hours per employee. The UHSR electrlc power industyry
employed 30%,000 persons in 1955 and production was 160,000 kilowatt hours
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per exployee. On t.hia besis, UBSR productivity is about 3B percent

that of the 8.

2.  Egstric Pover Exchonge -~ The faison Electric Institute
sponsored a tour of Soviet power installntions in Auguat 1958, as pert

of the US-USBR exchonge progrum. A second visit to the UBSR is planned

for July 1859. In return, Boviet vigitors are to come to the UB in
¥ay 1959, The Muy and July exchenges have net yet been officially
gleared by either the US Biate Pepertment or the Soviet Ministry af

Yorsign Affeirs.
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